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KEESLER AIR FORCE BASE, Miss. — After Hurricane Katrina 
roared through the base Aug. 29, it left one-third of the homes belonging 
to 333rd Training Squadron members in ruin.  And even though its 140 
members had helped clean up the base and restore its comm infrastruc-
ture, they really came together when it was time to attend to personal 
matters, said the commander, Lt. Col. Randy Coats.  He said he declared 
that “nobody will clean their house alone,” and so for the next several 
weeks civilians, active-duty troops and contractors helped more than 50 
families by hauling out debris.  Everything from rugs to downed trees 
to sheetrock and household goods were cleared out.  Colonel Coats said 
that based on the going labor rates in the community, they were able to 
save the families $175,000 in cleanup costs.  

“The ‘Mad Ducks’ response to this disaster is a small example of 
the overall recovery efforts,” said the colonel. “But it’s a small example 
that demonstrates in a big way the qualities that make our career field 
so strong.  We not only saved our families money, but were also able to 
have students back in class within 45 days.  Impressive numbers; but not 
nearly as impressive as the spirit and determination it took to achieve 
them.”

Members of the unit also went into demolished neighborhoods for 
cleanup duties and also to try to recover personal items.  As people 
trickled back into the area, unit members worked every day for a month 
to provide comm services and continue cleanup efforts.

“After such a devastating storm, one might ask what do you do next?” 
said the colonel.  “Well, the men and women of the 333rd TRS knew 
what to do.  By pulling together, we brought meaning to the word ‘team.”  

— Maj. Greg Kendrick, 333rd TRS

KEESLER AIR FORCE BASE, 
Miss. — Even though Tech. Sgt. 
Greg Moore, an instructor with the 
333rd Training Squadron here, lost 
all his belongings, got married and 
received orders to move all during 
the hurricane aftermath, he put his 
life on hold to go TDY for six weeks 
to teach much needed classes.  Not 
only that, but he then worked with 
Tech. Sgt. Nevin Joplin, another in-
structor, to synchronize two classes 
that are integrated in the deployed 
environment, but not in the class-
room. Now the Theater Deployable 
Communications classes for  Data 
Systems and Transmission Systems 
are integrated in the classroom.  
Sometimes it takes Mother Nature 
to force a change and thanks to these 
two NCOs, comm students are better 
for it.  Great job!   

— Lt. Col. Randy Coats, 333rd TRS/CC

Within 10 days after the hur-
ricane, Keesler’s postal op-

erations were up and running 
again thanks to a deployed 

team from the Air Education 
and Training Command!

Demos, mock exercises show 
futuristic Air Force operations
By Capt. Nathan D. Broshear
505th Command and Control Wing Public Affairs

HURLBURT FIELD, Fla. — The Air Force Agency for Modeling 
and Simulation, the Training Systems Product Group and the Dis-

tributed Mission Operations Center showcased the 
latest military technology used to train joint 

forces during the Interservice/Industry 
Training, Simulation and Educa-

tion Conference held in Orlando, 
Fla.  in late November.  Some of 

the demonstrations included a 
simulated laser weapon that 

could be targeted by a Preda-
tor Unmanned Aerial Vehicle, 
along with specialized joint 
virtual training sponsored 
and coordinated by U.S. Joint 

Forces Command.  The special 
events linked training simula-

tions that included 52 distinct 
participants from locations around 

the world and on the conference floor.  
Joint forces countered virtual insurgents, 

rescued personnel, contained a chemical attack and targeted the enemy 
forces in a simulated battlespace while conference attendees watched on 
giant screens in the center of the convention.

  “The capability to have almost any military unit train with other 
forces that they would interact with in a combat situation in virtual re-
ality is on the horizon,” said Maj. Ralph Gordon, Director of Operations 
at the 705th Exercise Control Squadron.   

VIRTUAL FLAG
 Actually that horizon is already here as officials wrapped up the first 

nationwide virtual reality exercise for fiscal year 2006 led by DMOC in 
early November. Virtual Flag, hosted at Kirtland AFB, N.M., is an exer-
cise that creates realistic and cost-efficient simulated battlespace using 
networked simulators across the United States and at DMOC.

   “We’re working to make virtual exercises as simple as using the 
simulators at your home base and getting into the fight,” said Lt. Col. 
Gordon Phillips, the 705th Exercise Control Squadron Commander. 
“No more long TDYs away from home, airline and billeting costs, and 
best of all; you’ll be home for dinner every night.”

 Virtual Flag 06-1 marked several firsts to include Navy E/A-18G 
aircraft crews and Guardsmen who flew enemy “MiG” missions while 
electronic attacks on command and control systems wreaked havoc on 
communications. DMOC also unveiled its “Multi-Level Security solu-
tion,”  which is a computer protocol that will allow exercise planners 
to add future weapons systems and new scenarios to challenge partici-
pants. 

Karen.Petitt
Note
Correction: The person in this photo is actually Tech. Sgt. Nevin Joplin.  Sorry for the confusion.


